The use of Fowler's position is based on the naive assumption that fluids always run downhill. For half a century succeeding generations of medical students and nurses have been conditioned into such an unquestioning acceptance of its efficacy that it has now attained the status of a medical dogma, the denial of which is tantamount to the gravest charges of irresponsibility or even damnable heresy. Nevertheless there has been some recent criticism of the position, mostly of an indirect nature, and concerned with its harmful side-effects rather than with the central thesis of the prevention of subphrenic abscess. ' As a result of much recent work, notably by Homans (1934) and de Takats (1945) in America, and Rossle (1937) and Neumann (1939) 
